
Across the Street 

Issue: Who succeeds? 

Who: Specifically, a convoy that included Luca Attanasio, Italian embassy to the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Italian officer Vittorio Iacovacci and their driver 
Moustapha Milambo. Others involved are those in the World Food Program 
(WFP),Virunga National Park guards, Congolese army  and the numerous rebel groups 
in eastern Congo. 

In a more general sense, it involves the people in the cities of Gisenyi, Rwanda and 
Goma, DRC as well as the respective countries. 

What: An ambush on the convoy that killed Attanasio, Iacovacci and Milambo, while 
injuring others. The result of ambushed included four in the convoy being kidnapped. 
The ambush occurred as the convoy was traveling from Goma to visit a WFP school 
project. The road had been approved for independent travel. The U.N. vehicles were 
hijacked by the attackers and taken into the bush. The Congolese army and park guards 
for Virunga National Park came to help those who had been attacked. 

Where:  The attack occurred near Virunga National Park which is about 15 miles north of 
Goma. Eastern Congo is home to myriad rebel groups all vying for control of the 
mineral-rich Central African nation that is the size of Western Europe. 

When: The ambush occurred on February 22, 2021. 

Why: It was not immediately known why the murders took place. Some in Congo’s 
government blamed the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, the Rwandan 
Hutu rebel group. Italian state TV reported that the ambush was a failed kidnapping 
attempt with the despite to collect ransom money but did not provide any sources. 
However, the more general question that does not have an explanation is why some 
succeed and others don’t. 

Issue(s): Why is one person, group, organization, city, country successful while another 
struggles to move forward? 

Sources and more information:    

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55892489 

Stories:  

https://pathinator.com/issue/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55892489


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QCC7RcWHTs&t=321s 

Pics 

https://pathinator.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=906&action=edit 

Across the Street – Goma and Rwanda 

Intro. Person A and person B is interested in dating person C. Why does person A get 
the date while B does not? 

1. Why does person A get elected to political office, while person B does not? 

2. Why does bill A get signed into law while bill B does not? 

3. Why does an idea become the next great idea while another is forgotten? 

4. Why does one entrepreneur start a company and becomes wealthy, while another 
entrepreneur is filling for bankruptcy? 

5. Why are the Green Bay Packers 13-time world champs while other teams are loveable 
losers? 

6. Why does one person get hired to do their dream job while another floats from job to 
job? 

7. Why does one company/university acquire many great minds while another cannot? 

8. Why does one school have numerous successful alumni, while another school is on 
the brink of closing? 

9. Why does one city grow and prosper while another is experiencing urban flight? 

10. In this case why is Gisenyi, Rwanda recovering from a horrible genocide, while 
nearby Goma continues to struggle? 

 Your answers to the individual questions may vary but it is likely there is a handful of 
responses that were seen over and over when answer the questions. What are your 
common responses to these questions? Why is one person/group successful while 
another is not. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QCC7RcWHTs&t=321s
https://pathinator.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=906&action=edit
https://pathinator.com/news/


 


