
Myanmar Military Coup 

News 

Who: 

Min Aung Hlaing: general in Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s military. In 2009, became commander of 

the Bureau of Special Operations-2 in northeast Myanmar. Allegations of murder and rape were 

leveled against troops under his command. In 2011, became commander-in-chief as Myanmar 

transitioned from military rule to a democracy. The 2016 election was won by Aung San Suu 

Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) and Min initially worked together with her. 

Aung San Suu Kyi is the daughter of independence leader, General Aung San. She spent most of 

the years of 1989 through 2010 under house arrest as she protested military rule in Myanmar and 

advocated for a peaceful transition to democracy. In 1991, she won the Nobel Peace Prize for her 

efforts. Her party, NLD, won the 2015 elections. However, the Myanmar constitution did not 

allow her to become president as she has children who are foreign nationals. Ms. Suu Kyi had 

married a British man while attending Oxford University. She instead took the title of state 

counselor. Although the military may have committed the genocide of Rohingya Muslims, Ms. 

Suu Kyi is seen as doing little to stop it while curbing free speech in the country. 

Rohingya Muslims: Ethnic group located in the north of Myanmar. The military conducted a 

crackdown of them with the UN Human Rights Council stating in 2018 that General Hlaing 

should be investigated for genocide for the crackdown. 

US and UK Governments – Both imposed sanctions on Myanmar due to actions in the Rohingya 

crackdown. 

What: Military Coup overthrowing the democratically elected leader of Myanmar. The 

November 2020 elections showed a NLD victory but the Union Solidarity and Development 

Party (USDP) eventually disputed the elections. Min led the overthrow of her citing the 1962 and 

1988 military coups as precedent. 

Where: Myanmar (sometimes called by her colonial name Burma) is located in southeast Asia, 

bordering Bangladesh, China, India, Laos and Thailand. Gained independence in 1948 from 

Britain. According to the CIA World Factbook, it is the 42nd biggest country by size with nearly 

20% being used for agriculture assisted and hampered by monsoons. Largely Buddhist – 87.9%, 

Christian 6.2% and Muslim 4.3%. The population is roughly 57 million with the life expectancy 

being nearly 70 years. More information can be found here: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-

factbook/countries/burma/ 

 When: Morning of February 1, 2021 

https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/burma/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/burma/


 Why: Power. Questions of election fraud 

Issues: Role of the military/police. When is an overthrow of the government warranted?  

Sources and more information:    

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55892489 

Issue 
A strong, athletic person has a moment of a weakness after a three-hour core workout and goes 

to the grocery store (which they are part of owners of) for a deep-fried chocolate cholate cake 

covered with caramel and confetti topping. From afar the strong person sees there is only one left 

in the bakery. They also notice an elderly person, slowly making there way to the last cake with 

the aid of their walker. The athletic person is much bigger and stronger than the smaller elderly 

person. The two walk towards the cake and grab it at the same time. Many employees and 

customers at the store witness the situation and the tension, with the employee flagging down a 

police officer who happens to be at the grocery store. The police officer looked at the situation 

and decided they should take the cake. The police offer knows the strong person’s store had 

violated some labor laws and the officer had previously arrested the elderly person, but that 

arrest was done under false pretenses and the person got out of the ticket. Some citizens or 

employees think the strong person is deserving of the cake, some the elderly person, while some 

the police officer.  

What power/authority do each of the five people have:  

Strong Person 

Elderly Person 

Customer 

Employee 

Police Officer 

How should each of the five use their power/authority? 

Relating the doughnut story to the military coup in Burma the strong person (Aung San Suu 

Kyi), police officer (General Min Aung Hlaing), elderly person (smaller minority group, the 

Rohingya Muslims), employee (citizens of Burma) and customer (citizens of the world) all have 

power and authority.  

How should the cake/coup crises be resolved? Who has authority and how should they exercise 

that power? Do the customers and employees have the right to riot if the police officer takes the 

cake? If so, what is the police allowed to do? If the officer arrests the elderly man? If the officer 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55892489


closes the store? If the strong and elderly person ignore the police officer? Then explain how the 

Myanmar coup should be resolved.  

 

Story 
 

Chiang Rai, Thailand has an interesting night bazaar where insects such as silkworms, mole 

crickets and king crabs can be sampled, 

which I 

did; 50 

cents 

for a 

sampler 

plate. 

After 

getting 

sick that 

night 

from the 

sampler 

plate and picking the cricket legs out of my teeth, I took a 

minibus north through the area called the Golden Triangle 

into Myanmar or Burma, the English name for the country. At 

the Myanmar border, I was given a one-day visa and was told the visa did not not allow me more 

than five kilometers inside the country. The country’s military dictatorship was keeping a close 

watch on visitors. The thought of the dictatorship was intimidating but the border guard who let 

me and my time in Myanmar were not; it was quite relaxing. This border town of Thakhilek, is 

most popular for its market in which imitation Rolexes and sunglasses can be purchased. Thus, 

many wanted short term visitors to help the country financially. Not many visitors strayed from 

the market, but I did to see the Shwedagon Pagoda, photograph numerous signs saying that you 

shouldn’t have passengers on your moped, have a small meal of cow intestine and watched 

Buddhist monks scampering about.  

 A young man, an unofficial tour guide, showed me around. He saw me at the market and 

asked if he wanted a guide. After the city tour, he showed me where he lived, a basic and 

cramped room with cement walls, a bed, a locked chest, some towels and his clothes. He also 

showed me a couple books he was reading as he dreamed of a good education and a life as a 

doctor. Soon my one day in Burma was up and he walked me back towards the border. A small 

tip and we separated. Some visitors paid locals to take them further into Burma to see the sites 

and what life in the military dictatorship was like. The border town was good for buying cheap 

goods and for giving a false sense of normalcy. A longer, illegal trip would have led to a more 



realistic view but possible fines for the tourist and possible stronger actions (prisons, beating) for 

the local guides. 

 In 2011, a few years after my trip, a democratically elected leader, Nobel Peace prize 

winner Aung San Suu Kyi, began to lead the country. However, on February 1, 2021, a military 

coup ended her time as State Counsellor of Myanmar (similar to Prime Minister). What will 

Myanmar’s unofficial guides be showing visitors now? 

Pics of Myanmar 

https://pathinator.com/myanmar-pics/ 

Youtube 

https://youtu.be/COgSSuvHuQc 

https://pathinator.com/myanmar-pics/
https://youtu.be/COgSSuvHuQc

